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403 Lerner Hall
2920 Broadway, MC 1201
New York, NY 10027
Phone: (212) 854-8148
Fax: (212) 854-2458

E-mail: mcnair@columbia.edu
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Part I. Program Information and Services


History: Dr. Ronald E. McNair was the second African-American to fly into space. He received his bachelor’s degree at North Carolina A&T State University, and earned his doctorate at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. After his death aboard the Challenger space shuttle in 1986, the U.S. federal government established a program, in his honor, to encourage low-income, first- generation, and underrepresented students to pursue a doctoral degree. 
Purpose: To prepare eligible Columbia University undergraduate students for graduate study leading to a doctorate.
Components: Research internship, travel, and graduate school preparation.
Funding Source: U. S. Department of Education.
Research Internship:

Dates:  Academic year (at least 5 hours of research or scholarly activity per week during each semester); 
Stipend: A maximum of $2,800 for conducting summer research;
Research Supplies:  Materials to conduct research or a scholarly project;

Details: Engage in research under the guidance of a faculty mentor who provides individual attention to do independent study, formulate research topics, and develop conceptual and scientific skills leading to a report on research findings, or a scholarly work; and
Presentations: A ten to fifteen page research or scholarly paper, five to seven minute oral presentation, and a poster at an annual McNair Fellows’ conference.
Travel:

Attend academic conferences with a faculty mentor; 
Attend graduate recruiting fairs, McNair conferences, and visits to graduate schools.
Graduate School Preparation: Monthly workshops and/or personal consultation related to the application process, advanced library research, financing graduate school, advanced communicative skills, and the development of an effective presentation.
General GRE Test Preparation: Free preparation course, workbooks, preparation software, and fee reduction.
Assistance: Help with applying to and preparing for graduate school, including: developing a personal statement; writing a CV, interviewing techniques; using technology; and academic advising.
Benefits: Skill development; expert guidance; opportunity for fellowships nationwide designated for McNair Fellows; graduate mentor to advise on graduate application process; and waiver of application fees to many graduate schools.


1. Students applying to the program must be in good academic standing, in their sophomore year in one of the undergraduate schools of Columbia University, earned 62 points, and have a minimum grade point average of 2.6.
2. Detach Parts II-V from application, fill out, and hand deliver completed application.
3. Enclose a Columbia University Transcript or your Degree Audit Report (DAR).
4. Attach recent tax information to this application.
5. Personal Statement.  Attach a statement that discusses the following: your research interests; current research activities; how your research interests and academic background fit your academic goals; your plans to attain a doctoral degree; and the reason(s) why you wish to be a McNair Fellow.  The personal statement should be no longer than a 1000 words.

6. Request two recommendations.  The recommendations should be written by faculty members.  However, if a student is unable to acquire recommendations from faculty members, the recommendations can be written by teaching assistants, instructors, counselors, advisors, or past or present employers who can attest to the student’s scholastic abilities, including the capacity to conduct research and the motivation to progress to graduate school for a doctoral degree. Recommendation forms must be sent to the Ronald E. McNair Fellows Office, 605 Shapiro Residence Hall, ground floor, corner office adjacent to the Advising Center.
7. All applications must be delivered to the Ronald E. McNair Fellows Office, located at 403 Lerner Hall. In case a student is unable to hand deliver the completed application, he/she should mail it to: Columbia University’s Ronald E. McNair Fellows Program, 403 Lerner Hall, 2920 Broadway, MC 1201 New York, NY 10027
Part II. Applicant Information




Name:_______________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ____/____/______

(Last)                                                      (First) 
                          (Middle Initial)                      
            (Month) (Date) (Year)
Columbia UNI: _____________________Email Address:_____________________________________________
Local Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________________________



      (Street)


   (City/State/Zip)                         (telephone)

Permanent Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________


           
(Street)


   (City/State/Zip)                         (telephone)


Are you a U.S. Citizen?   Yes ⁭  No  ⁭
Are you a Permanent U. S. Resident? Yes ⁭  No  ⁭ 

Other: ______________________________ (If applicable, please provide a photo copy of INS documentation)
Place of Birth:_________________________________________________________________________




(City)


 

(State)

         

Gender: Female ⁭  Male  ⁭
Racial/Ethnic Background (Check all that apply):
Alaskan Native ⁭  American Indian ⁭  Asian-American ⁭  Black/African-American ⁭  Chicano ⁭  Caucasian/White ⁭ Hispanic/ Latino ⁭  Native Pacific Islander (tribe:_________)  ⁭ Other (specify):_____________________


Major or area of concentration:_____________________________________________________________________
Cumulative grade point average:_____________ Number of credits earned:_____________ 

Projected graduation date: _________/________



                  





           (Month)   /    (Year)
Do you plan to apply or have you applied to graduate school? (Please check one) Yes ⁭  No ⁭  Uncertain ⁭ ⁪
If “Yes,” what graduate school(s)?___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What degree will you pursue? (Please check one)  MA ⁭  MS ⁭   PhD ⁭  MD/PhD ⁭  
Other (specify):_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Attach a copy of your Columbia University Transcript or your Degree Audit Report (DAR)
Part III. Family Information






Statement of Confidentiality

The information contained in the application is for the purpose of determining the applicant’s eligibility for the McNair Fellows Program. Information received is treated as confidential material.
Dependent students (If your parent(s)/guardian(s) claim you on their income tax return): Please complete Section A.  

Independent students (If your parent(s)/guardian(s) do not claim you on their income tax return): Please complete Section B.

Section A
How many people reside in your parents’/guardians’ household, including yourself?   _____
List all household members:

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Did your parents file a federal income tax return?  Yes ⁭ No ⁭  

If “Yes,” what was their income? $_____________________________ 

If “No,” place a “0” on the line for income.

Do your parent(s)/guardian(s) claim you as a dependent on their income tax return? Yes ⁭ No ⁭  
Did either of your parents (natural or adoptive) earn a bachelor’s degree?  Yes ⁭ No ⁭⁭

Did you live with your parent(s) (natural or adoptive) on or before your eighteenth birthday?  Yes ⁭ No ⁭  


Section B

How many people reside in your household, including yourself, spouse, and/or other dependents?   _____
List all household members:

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Did you file a federal income tax return? Yes ⁭ No ⁭⁭
If “Yes,” what was your income? $__________________________    
If “No,” place a “0” on the line for income.

Did either of your parents (natural or adoptive) earn a bachelor’s degree? Yes ⁭ No ⁭  
Did you live with your parent(s) (natural or adoptive) on or before your eighteenth birthday? Yes ⁭ No ⁭  
Please complete the following after filling out Section A or Section B.

Does your family receive assistance from any of the following sources? (Check all that apply)
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) ⁭   Social Security Benefits ⁭   Veterans’ Benefits ⁭   ⁭

Food Stamps ⁭   Cash Assistance ⁭   Unemployment Compensation ⁭   WIC ⁭   Other (Specify):________________ 


Mother’s Educational Attainment:

Highest grade completed (Please circle one):  1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    
College degree earned (or leave blank): Associate’s ⁭  Bachelor’s ⁭  Master’s ⁭  Doctorate ⁭  ⁭

Father’s Educational Attainment:

Highest grade completed (Please circle one):  1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12    
College degree earned (or leave blank): Associate’s ⁭  Bachelor’s ⁭  Master’s ⁭  Doctorate ⁭    
*Attach a copy of your parent(s)/guardian(s) or your most recent federal income tax return.  If applicable, attach a copy of your most recent Columbia University financial aid award letter
Part IV. Personal Statement 





Attach a statement that discusses the following: your research interests; current research activities; how your research interests and academic background fit your academic goals; your plans to attain a doctoral degree; and the reason(s) why you wish to be a McNair Fellow.  The personal statement should be no longer than a 1000 words.
Part V. Recommendation Form



McNair Fellows Program









403 Lerner Hall, 

2920 Broadway, MC 1201









CC/SEAS Columbia University










New York, New York 10027










212.854.8148 (office)









212.854.2458 (fax)
The student named below is applying to participate in the McNair Fellows Program which encourages first-generation college students who meet federal income guidelines and/or students from groups underrepresented in graduate education to apply to, attend, and succeed in programs of doctoral study.  The program offers a paid research internship, travel, and graduate school preparation.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
(Last name)


(First name)

(Middle name)

     
(Graduate Discipline of Interest)

I authorize each of my resources to provide any information required by the University to consider this application, and I release all such persons and organizations from any claims by reason of furnishing such information for records and the right to review this information.
 _________________________________


       (Applicant)


To be completed by recommender and returned to the student in a sealed envelop with a signature on the front.
Please help us assess the promise and motivation of this student by offering your appraisal of the applicant’s potential as a graduate student and future scholar.  Please check the appropriate rating. We also welcome additional comments.  
	CRITERIA
	 EXCEPTIONAL

        TOP 5%
	ABOVE

AVERAGE
	AVERAGE
	      BELOW

   AVERAGE
	 NO BASIS FOR

    JUDGMENT                    

	Motivation for Proposed Program
	
	
	
	
	

	Analytical Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicative Skills, Oral 
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicative Skills, Written
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to Work Independently
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to Work with Others
	
	
	
	
	

	Potential for Graduate School Success
	
	
	
	
	

	Self-motivation
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	


Additional Comments (if necessary, please attach a separate document on letterhead): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________
___________________________________________



Signature







Title

____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________



Name (print or type)





Date

Part V. Recommendation Form



McNair Fellows Program









403 Lerner Hall, 

2920 Broadway, MC 1201









CC/SEAS Columbia University










New York, New York 10027










212.854.8148 (office)









212.854.2458 (fax)
The student named below is applying to participate in the McNair Fellows Program which encourages first-generation college students who meet federal income guidelines and/or students from groups underrepresented in graduate education to apply to, attend, and succeed in programs of doctoral study.  The program offers a paid research internship, travel, and graduate school preparation.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
(Last name)


(First name)

(Middle name)

     
(Graduate Discipline of Interest)

I authorize each of my resources to provide any information required by the University to consider this application, and I release all such persons and organizations from any claims by reason of furnishing such information for records and the right to review this information.
 _________________________________


       (Applicant)


To be completed by recommender and returned to the student in a sealed envelop with a signature on the front.
Please help us assess the promise and motivation of this student by offering your appraisal of the applicant’s potential as a graduate student and future scholar.  Please check the appropriate rating. We also welcome additional comments.  
	CRITERIA
	 EXCEPTIONAL

        TOP 5%
	       ABOVE

    AVERAGE
	AVERAGE
	      BELOW

   AVERAGE
	 NO BASIS FOR

    JUDGMENT                    

	Motivation for Proposed Program
	
	
	
	
	

	Analytical Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicative Skills, Oral 
	
	
	
	
	

	Communicative Skills, Written
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to Work Independently
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to Work with Others
	
	
	
	
	

	Potential for Graduate School Success
	
	
	
	
	

	Self-motivation
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	


Additional Comments (if necessary, please attach a separate document on letterhead): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________
___________________________________________



Signature







Title

____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________



Name (print or type)





Date

Before submitting this application, please ensure that the following information is included:

· Part II with attached Columbia University Transcript or Degree Audit Report (DAR);
· Part III with attached current federal income tax return;
· Part IV Personal Statement; and
· Part V Two letters of recommendations in sealed envelops and recommender’s signature on the front.
Please deliver the completed application to the Ronald E. McNair Fellows Program, located at 403 Lerner Hall.  In case a student is unable to hand deliver the completed application, he/she should mail it to: Columbia University’s Ronald E. McNair Fellows Program, 403 Lerner Hall, 2920 Broadway, MC 1201,  Columbia University, New York, New York 10027.  A response will be rendered shortly after, and you will be notified via mail, telephone, or email.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the McNair Fellows Program at telephone: (212) 854-8148, or email: mcnair@columbia.edu.


Thank you for your interest in the Ronald E. McNair Fellows Program at Columbia University!

Sincerely,

The Ronald E. McNair Fellows Program 
Academic Success Programs

Center for Student Advising

CC/SEAS. Columbia University 

T: 212-854-8148
F: 212-854-2458
E: mcnair@columbia.edu
W: http://www.studentaffairs.columbia.edu/asp/programs/mcnair.php
Application Requirements & Procedures
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