
Sensitivity Notice: This is a message from all undergraduate deans addressing gender-based 

misconduct and sexual assault.  

Dear Undergraduate Students:  

Following President Bollinger’s letter last week, we want to reiterate how essential it is to keep 

members of our community safe from gender-based misconduct and sexual assault. We therefore 

want to revisit the commitments made at our Town Hall last month and call your attention to the 

University Senate Town Hall on Gender-Based Misconduct and Sexual Assault happening today, 

April 16, from 12 p.m.–1:30 p.m., in Havemeyer 309 ( http://senate.columbia.edu ), as well as 

the events listed at the close of this letter which are being held in conjunction with Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month (SAAM).  

Each of us, as members of the Columbia community, should be strengthening the ways we 

respect and care for one another. Participation in Take Back the Night on Thursday, signing the 

pledge to end sexual violence on the Columbia Health website, and involvement in other SAAM 

events offer immediate and meaningful ways to do so.  

As deans, our first priority is you, the students of Columbia College, Columbia Engineering, 

General Studies, and Barnard College, and we want to assure you that we are focused on these 

issues and remain committed to increasing awareness of sexual misconduct on campus, 

decreasing its frequency, supporting survivors of violence, and holding accountable students who 

violate university policies.  

We are in the process of taking the following steps to improve education and procedures 

surrounding these issues:  

 Create easier ways to reach Peer Advocates, who often receive the first report of an 

incident of sexual misconduct.  

During New Student Orientation Program (NSOP) this fall, Peer Advocates will be 

available 24-hours-a-day, and Health Services’ Sexual Violence Response office will be 

open for extended hours, from 9 a.m.–8 p.m. Peer Advocates will also be available during 

the 2014 summer session.  

 Launch a new Columbia Health website.  
This site more prominently displays resources for survivors. By summer, all Columbia 

Health Sexual Violence Response services will be accessible through the 4-HELP (4-

4357) phone line.  

 Expand the scope of mandatory trainings that are part of NSOP.  
In addition to addressing “consent,” future trainings will also include discussion of what 

constitutes sexual assault and the role of alcohol. The “Reducing the Risk of Sexual 

Violence on Campus” presentations will continue to be mandatory for all incoming 

Columbia College, Columbia Engineering, and Barnard students, and make-up 

presentations, as well as additional prevention education trainings, will be held 

throughout the academic year.  

http://www.studentaffairs.columbia.edu/townhall
http://senate.columbia.edu/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tbtn/
https://health.columbia.edu/SAAMPledge


 Revamp the selection of Student Consent Educators.  
Working with Columbia Health and student volunteers, we have revised the selection 

process for all consent educators, and are now requiring in-person interviews for all 

applicants and a two-semester time commitment for educators.  

 Review access to the Rape Crisis/Anti-Violence Support Center at Barnard’s Hewitt 

Hall.  
While we recognize that no single location can satisfy the preferences of every student, 

Columbia and Barnard are working to resolve the problems identified with the Hewitt 

Hall location.  

 Work closely with the new Executive Vice President for Student Affairs.  
The responsibilities of this position announced by President Bollinger last week will 

include reviewing and enhancing our Gender-Based and Sexual Misconduct policies and 

our adjudication process in order to ensure an environment free from gender-based 

discrimination and harassment.  

These actions amplify important recent policy changes achieved through a collaboration of the 

University Senate Student Affairs Committee, other student representatives, and administrators. 

Among those changes were the Senate’s adoption on April 4 of a resolution that expands the 

number and proportion of student representatives on the President’s Advisory Committee on 

Sexual Assault (PACSA) and enhances the Committee’s transparency through the creation of a 

website and the mandated publication of annual reports.  

In recent months, the University community’s public discussion of the policies and procedures 

on sexual assault has engaged more students, faculty and administrators than at any time in 

recent memory. Recognition of our shared commitment is a necessary step toward resolving the 

many complex issues before us. By sustaining and building upon this effort, we will be able to 

fulfill the goal of creating a safe and supportive environment for all who come to Columbia to 

learn, teach and work.  

   

Sincerely,  

Peter J. Awn  

Dean of The School  

of General Studies  

   

Mary C. Boyce  

Dean of The Fu Foundation School  

of Engineering and Applied Science  

Avis E. Hinkson  

Dean of the College  

Barnard College  

James J. Valentini  

Dean of Columbia College and  

Vice President for Undergraduate Education  

   

Tom Harford  Terry Martinez  



Dean of Students  

School of General Studies  

Alina Wong  

Associate Dean for Student Life  

Barnard College  

   

Interim Dean of Student Affairs  

Columbia College and The Fu Foundation  

School of Engineering and Applied Science  

   

   

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH EVENTS  

 Take Back the Night , sponsored by Columbia/ Barnard Take Back the Night: April 17, 

7:45 p.m., 117th and Broadway ( http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tbtn/ )  

 Speakout , sponsored by Columbia/Barnard Take Back the Night: April 17, 10 p.m., 

Diana Center ( http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tbtn/ )  

 Jeanne Clery Lecture Series — Speaker: Angela Rose, survivor and founder of 

Promoting Awareness/Victim Empowerment (PAVE): April 21, 7 p.m., Held Lecture 

Hall, Barnard Hall Room 304 ( http://www.columbia.edu/event/shattering-silence-sexual-

violence-angela-rose-9th-annual-jeanne-clery-lecture-series-71161.html )  

 Denim Day News Conference and Rally , sponsored Manhattan Borough President 

Scott M. Stringer, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, New York City 

Alliance Against Sexual Assault, St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Crime Victims Treatment Center, 

and others: April 23, 12 p.m., City Hall ( http://denimdaynyc.org/ )  

 Men’s Role in Preventing Sexual Violence/Panel Discussion , sponsored by Intra-

Fraternity Council & Men’s Peer Education, April 24, 6:30 p.m., Faculty House  

 “Hook Me Up” Discussion on College Culture/Speed Dating Event , 7 p.m., April 29, 

Diana Center Millicent Carey McIntosh Student Dining Room ( 

http://www.columbia.edu/event/hook-me-71158.html) 

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tbtn/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/tbtn/
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